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Decisions of the Housing Committee

7 February 2018

Members Present:-

Councillor Tom Davey (Chairman)
Councillor Shimon Ryde (Vice-Chairman)

Councillor Daniel Thomas
Councillor Melvin Cohen
Councillor Bridget Perry
Councillor Arjun Mittra (sub 
for Councillor Tim Roberts)

Councillor Ross Houston
Councillor Adam Langleben
Councillor Kath McGuirk

Apologies for Absence

Councillor Tim Roberts

1.   MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 23 October 2017, be agreed as 
a correct record.

2.   ABSENCE OF MEMBERS 

None.

3.   DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND 
NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

Councillor Arjun Mittra Non-pecuniary interests:

7. Annual Review of Council Dwelling Rents;
8.Barnet Homes 2018/19 Delivery Plan;
9.Draft Corporate Plan 2018/19.

Mother a Barnet Homes Tenant.
Councillor Adam 
Langleben

Non-pecuniary interest:

7. Annual Review of Council Dwelling Rents 

Trustee of West Hendon Community Estate       
Trust Fund.

Councillor Ross 
Houston

Non-pecuniary interests:

7. Annual Review of Council Dwelling Rents;
8.Barnet Homes 2018/19 Delivery Plan;
9.Draft Corporate Plan 2018/19;
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10.Proposed Monetary Penalties for Offences 
Related to Letting and Property Management 
Agents.

Council appointed Board Member, Barnet Group.

4.   REPORT OF THE MONITORING OFFICER (IF ANY) 

None.

5.   PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS (IF ANY) 

None.

6.   PROPOSED MONETARY PENALTIES FOR OFFENCES RELATED TO LETTING 
AND PROPERTY MANAGEMENT AGENTS 

The Chairman changed the running order, to consider this item before item 6.

The Committee received the report.

RESOLVED that 

1. the Committee approve the London Borough of Barnet Trading Standards 
Team to impose monetary penalties in relation to the Consumer Rights Act 
and The Redress Schemes for Lettings Agency Work and Property 
Management Work Requirement to
Belong to a Scheme etc) (England) Order 2014;

2. the Committee agree that any monetary penalties received in connection 
with the above offences be used to fund the cost of enforcing the 
legislation;

3. The Trading Standards Department be tasked to create a policy to be 
followed in relation to these penalties, in consultation with the Deputy Chief 
Executive and Chairman of this Committee.

7.   MEMBERS' ITEMS (IF ANY) 

The Committee received the following Members Item:

Councillor Ross Houston

Barnet’s Housing Needs Assessment

Councils have a vital role to play in boosting homes for families
in need and solving our housing crisis. The borrowing cap on
local authorities restricts the number of new homes that local
authorities can deliver.

The November Budget did not abolish or raise the local authority
borrowing cap however it did allow councils in some “high
demand areas” to apply to have their cap lifted.
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To maximise the effectiveness of an application by Barnet we
will rely on our housing needs data. As the last housing needs
assessment dates from 2014 I ask that the committee authorise a
new assessment so that Barnet is best placed to have the evidence
base to make a successful application.

RESOLVED that the above request be agreed and incorporated within the Housing 
Strategy.

8.   ANNUAL REVIEW OF COUNCIL DWELLING RENTS AND SERVICE CHARGES 
FOR 2018/19 

The Committee received the report.

RESOLVED that

1. the proposed rent decrease in line with Government policy for existing 
Council tenants as set out in paragraph 1.6 to take effect from 1 April 2018 
be approved;

2. the proposed increase in service charges as set out in paragraph 1.8 to take 
effect from 1 April 2018 be approved.

9.   BARNET HOMES 2018/19 DELIVERY PLAN 

The Committee discussed this item in tandem with agenda item 9 – Draft Corporate Plan 
2018/19 addendum. However, separate votes were taken on the two items.

Members raised the following issues:

1. Care Leavers with Council Tax Arrears 

Members asked if there were triggers in place as there were with rent arrears. 
Officers replied that there was not currently a process for cross referencing with 
Council Tax arrears. However, Officers would look at this and come back to 
Committee if there was a problem with Council Tax arrears.

2. Impact of Housing Policy on Children

Members asked why this wasn’t incorporated in the Corporate Plan.

The Chairman requested that the Housing Strategy be refreshed to incorporate 
this or a separate paper be submitted to this Committee in October 2018 
regarding the impact of Housing Policy on children.

3. Non-Secure “TA” Tenants Moving from Regeneration Properties into other 
Regeneration Properties

Members requested to understand how many and on how many occasions non-
secure “TA” tenants have moved from Regeneration properties into other 
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Regeneration properties. It was agreed that this should sit in the most appropriate 
plan as a ‘monitor only’ indicator

The Committee voted as follows on approving the Barnet Homes 2018/19 Delivery 
Plan as follows:

For 5
Against 0
Abstained 4

RESOLVED that the Barnet Homes 2018/19 Delivery Plan be approved.

10.   DRAFT CORPORATE PLAN 2018/19 ADDENDUM 

Committee had already discussed this issue in tandem with the Barnet Homes Delivery 
Plan.

Having considered the Draft Corporate Plan 2018/19 addendum, the Committee took a 
vote on recommending the Draft Corporate Plan 2018/19 addendum as drafted to Policy 
and Resources Committee on 13 February 2018:

For 5
Against 0
Abstained 4

RESOLVED that the Draft Corporate Plan 2018/19 addendum, as drafted, be 
recommended to Policy and Resources Committee on 13 February 2018.

11.   COMMITTEE FORWARD WORK PROGRAMME 

Noted.

12.   ANY OTHER ITEMS THAT THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE URGENT 

None.

13.   VOTE OF THANKS 

The Vice-Chairman thanked the Chairman for his conduct of the Committee over the 
past year.

The meeting finished at 7.23pm


